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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a response to the application filed on January 23, 2004, in which, claims 1 
through 15 are pending. Claims 1 and 13 are independent and claims 2-12 and 14-20 
are dependent. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on May 23, 2005, have 
been reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Specification 

3. Objection to the abstract: Applicant is reminded of the proper language and 
format for an abstract of the disclosure. In the first line of the Abstract, M a scanner 
comprises" should be changed to "scanner includes". Numbering the claimed element is 
not a proper within (USP) application filing practice. Correction is required. 

Further, the abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
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abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mitomi (USPN 6640082) in view of Rapkin et al. (USP 6,657,754). 

With regard to claim 1, Mitomi (082) teaches a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2) 
comprising: a transport system for transporting a document through said scanner 
(automatic document feeder 2 as seen in fig 1 and 2, for moving the document to be 
read through a scanner 10 of fig 1); a first removable image guide (removable guide 39 
of fig 6) on a first side of said document (removable guide 39 is being positioned on the 
side of the document to be read, as shown in fig 6); a camera (image sensor 10 of fig 6) 
for capturing an image of said document as it passes below said image guide (as the 
document transported below the image guide 39 as the image scanned capture the 
image by image scanner 10 of fig 2, as shown in fig 5 and 6, and discussed in col.5, 
lines 20-25). 

Although Mitomi (082) shows removable image guide (as seen in fig 6 and 7), 
fails to teach incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 
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Rapkin (754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
with removable image guide, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 rests on 
the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1, by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 
3, see col.1, paragraph 0014). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary- skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 2, Mitomi (082) dose not teach or disclose wherein said first upgrade 
feature is a wiper. 

Rapkin (754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
with removable image guide, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 rests on 
the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 
3, see col.1, paragraph 0014). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 3, Mitomi (082) in view of Rapkin (754) teaches the claimed limitation 
as applied in claims 1 and 2, except for scanner wherein said first upgrade feature is an 
additional thickness of said first removable image guide. Since such a modification 
would have involved a mere change in the size of a component. It would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to have additional thickness on the upgraded image 
guide by changing its size, the purpose of doing so is that when the size of the 
upgraded feature is increased in size the weight of the guide creates more force on the 
document that positioned on platen glass widow for having evenly distributed light 
directed on the document to be read, and therefore, a change in size is generally 
recognized as being with in the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

As to claim 4, Mitomi (082) further teaches a method scanner (as shown in fig 1 
and 2), except wherein said first upgrade features a nonstandard baffle color as viewed 
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by said camera. It would have been obvious matter of design choice to have a 
nonstandard color, since applicant has not disclosed that using a standard color solves 
any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention 
would performs equally well with a removable guide 39 of fig 5, can be labeled by any 
color of choice. 

As to claim 5, Mitomi (082) dose not teach or disclose wherein said first upgrade 
feature is a manifold for removing dust from the document. 

Rapkin (6,657,754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches wherein said first upgrade feature is a 
manifold for removing dust from the document, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 
30 of fig 1 also rests on the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to document 
guide 30 shown in fig 1 and 3, for removing dust from glass platen, see col.1, paragraph 
0014). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature is a manifold for removing dust from the document. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 
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As to claim 6, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2) 
wherein said first upgrade feature is a manifold for maintaining said document in close 
contact with said image guide, (the removable document guide 39 of fig 6, rests on the 
scanner contact glass 41 of fig 6, by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 5 and 
6, having an impact on the document to keep close contact on contact glass 41 of fig 6, 
col.5, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 7, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
comprising: a second image guide (49 of fig 5 and 6) located on a second side of said 
document incorporates a second upgrade feature (as shown in fig 5 and. 6 the second 
image guide 49, positioned the second side of the document relative to scanner 40, 
facing contact glass 41 , see col.6, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 8, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
wherein said first upgrade feature( guide 39 of fig 5 and 6) comprises a wiper part of 
said second image guide (second 49 of fig 5 and 6). Mitomi (082) dose not teach or 
disclose wherein said wiper forces said document in close contact with said first image 
guide. 

Rapkin (6,657,754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches wherein said wiper forces said document 
in close contact with said first image guide (incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
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with removable image guide, and when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1, also 
rests on the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to document guide shown in 
fig 1 and 3, wherein said wiper forces said document in close contact with at lest contact 
glass, see paragraph 0014). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: wherein said wiper forces said document in close contact with said first image 
guide. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 9, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
wherein said first upgrade feature (guide 39 and 49 as show in fig 5 and 6). 

However, Miltomi (082) fails to disclose selecting from a group comprised of a 
wiper, an additional thickness, a nonstandard color, or a manifold. 

Rapkin (754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches selecting from a group comprised of a 
wiper, an additional thickness, a nonstandard color, or a manifold, (removable image 
guide, and when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 , also rests on the scanner 
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glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 3, see 
paragraph 0014, also it is a designee choice to selecting the thickness, the nonstandard 
color or manifold, etc., 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: selecting from a group comprised of a wiper, an additional thickness, a 
nonstandard color, or a manifold. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 10, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
scanner wherein said first removable guide incorporates a second upgrade feature 
(guide 39' and 49 as show in fig 5 and 6). 

However, Miltomi (082) fails to disclose selecting from a group comprised of a 
wiper, an additional thickness, a nonstandard color, or a manifold. Rapkin (754) in the 
same area of scanner and copiers including document feeding and transporting 
mechanism, teaches a wiper, (removable image guide, and when the scanner is reset, a 
wiper bar 30 of fig 1 , also rests on the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to 
document guide shown in fig 1 and 3, see paragraph 0014. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: selecting a wiper. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

However, Mitomi (082) in view of Rapkin (754) still do not teach selecting from a 
group comprised selecting, an additional thickness, a nonstandard color, or a manifold. 
Since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the size of a 
component. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have additional 
thickness on the upgraded image guide by changing its size, color the purpose of doing 
so is that when the size of the upgraded feature is increased in size the weight of the 
guide creates more force on the document that positioned on platen glass widow for 
having evenly distributed light directed on the document to be read. 

As to claim 1 1 , Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
scanner wherein said first removable guide incorporates a second upgrade feature 
(guide 39 and 49 as show in fig 5 and 6), except for wherein said first upgrade features 
a nonstandard color. It would have been obvious matter of design choice to have a 
nonstandard color, since applicant has not disclosed that using a standard color solves 
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any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention 
would performs equally well with a removable guide 39 of fig 5, can be labeled by any 
color of choice. 

As to claim 12, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a scanner (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
scanner wherein said first removable guide incorporates a second upgrade feature 
(guide 39 and 49 as show in fig 5 and 6), except for wherein said first upgrade features 
a black color band. It would have been obvious matter of design choice to have a black 
color band, since applicant has not disclosed that using a standard color solves any 
stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention would 
performs equally well with a removable guide 39 of fig 5, can be labeled by any color of 
choice. 

With regard to claim 13, Mitomi (082) teaches a method (as shown in fig 1 and 
2) comprising: a transport system for transporting a document through said scanner 
(automatic document feeder 2 as seen in fig 1 and 2, for moving the document to be 
read through a scanner 10 of fig 1 ); capturing and image of said document through an 
image guide (as the document transported below the image guide 39 as the image 
scanned capture the image by image scanner 10 of fig 2, as shown in fig 5 and 6, and 
discussed in col. 5, lines 20-25); removing said image guide (removable guide 39 is 
being positioned on the side of the document to be read, as shown in fig 6); replacing 
said first image guide with a alternate image guide having a first upgrade 
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feature, (removable guide 39 is being positioned on the side of the document to be read, 
as shown in fig 6, and can be replaced when need to be replaces due to wear or 
malfunction). 

Although Mitomi (082) shows removable image guide (as seen in fig 6 and 7), 
fails to teach incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 

Rapkin (6,657,754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
with removable image guide, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 rests on 
the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1, by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 
3, see col.1, paragraph 0014). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 14, Mitomi (082) dose not teach or disclose a method wherein said 
first upgrade feature is a wiper. 
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Rapkin (6,657,754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
with removable image guide, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 rests on 
the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1, by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 
3, see col.1, paragraph 0014). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature is wiper. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 15, Mitomi (082) further teaches a method (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
wherein said first upgrade feature is an additional thickness of said first removable 
image guide (removable guide 39 and 49 as shown in fig 5 and 6, for maintaining said 
document in close contact with said first image guide col. 6, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 16, Mitomi (082) further teaches a method scanner (as shown in fig 1 
and 2), except for wherein said first upgrade features a nonstandard color. It would have 
been obvious matter of design choice to have a nonstandard color, since applicant has 


' Application/Control Number: 1 0/763,599 Page 1 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

not disclosed that using a standard color solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the invention would performs equally well with a 
removable guide 39 of fig 5, can be labeled by any color of choice. 

As to claim 17, Mitomi (082) further teaches a method scanner (as shown in fig 1 
and 2), except for wherein said first upgrade features is a manifold for removing dust 
from the document It would have been obvious matter of design choice to have a 
manifold for removing dust, since applicant has not disclosed that using manifold solves 
any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention 
would performs equally well with a removable guide 39 of fig 5. 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082), for 
the purpose of doing is that for obtaining an image scanning device that includes a 
wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or clean the scanning glass as the 
document move across the platen glass. 

As to claim 18, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a method (as shown in fig 1 and 2) 
wherein said first upgrade feature is a manifold for maintaining said document in close 
contact with said image guide, (the removable document guide 39 of fig 6, rests on the 
scanner contact glass 41 of fig 6, by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 5 and 
6, having an impact on the document to keep close contact on contact glass 41 of fig 6, 
col.5, lines 20-25). 
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As to claim 19, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a method (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
comprising: replacing a third image guide located on a second side of said document 
incorporates a second upgrade feature, (as shown in fig 5 and 6, since the second 
image guide 49 as shown in fig 5 and 6, can be positioned at second side of the 
document relative to scanner 40, facing contact glass 41 , see col. 6, lines 20-25, 
therefore, a replaceable third image guide can be designed by incorporating with 
second guide 49 of fig 5 and 6). 

As to claim 20, Mitomi (082) further teaches, a method (as shown in fig 1 and 2), 
wherein said first upgrade feature comprises a wiper and wherein said wiper forces said 
document in close contact with said first image guide, (removable guide 39 and 49 as 
shown in fig 5 and 6, for maintaining said document in close contact with said first 
image guide col. 6, lines 20-25). 

Mitomi (082) dose not teach or disclose wherein said first upgrade feature is a 
wiper. i 

Rapkin (6,657,754) in the same area of scanner and copiers including document 
feeding and transporting mechanism, teaches incorporating first upgrade feature [wiper] 
with removable image guide, (when the scanner is reset, a wiper bar 30 of fig 1 rests on 
the scanner glass slit 2 of fig 1 , by incorporating to document guide shown in fig 1 and 
3, see col.1, paragraph 0014). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging system of Mitomi (082) to 
include: first upgrade feature [wiper] with removable image guide. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging system of Mitomi (082) by the 
teaching of Rapkin (754), the purpose of doing so is that for obtaining an image 
scanning device that includes a wiper bar or a paper dust cleaner device, to wipe or 
clean the scanning glass as the document move across the platen glass. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Negussie Worku 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

November 15, 2007 


